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How to Use This Guide

Start with the section matching the student’s status, then scan the current program phase. Some oppor-
tunities span more than one phase; they are placed where preparation should normally begin. Funding
figures are typical or most recently published amounts, not guarantees.

Eligible The published rules support eligibility for the indicated student group.

Conditional Eligibility depends on research topic, identity, nationality, adviser funding, work
authorization, institutional nomination, or another special condition.

Not eligible The published citizenship/immigration rule excludes the indicated group.

Verify current The next deadline, funding rate, or local nomination procedure was not yet posted

call as of August 11, 2026.

Plan around base funding first. External awards are competitive and may replace, supplement, or
conflict with an assistantship. Before accepting an award, ask the Graduate Program Officer and Auburn’s
Graduate School how it affects the stipend, tuition fellowship, insurance, fees, workload, and summer
support.

The four phases used here

1. Prospective, incoming, and first year: before enrollment through the end of the first graduate
year. Several major federal fellowships have a narrow window here.

2. Middle years: coursework largely underway; research area and adviser becoming established; com-
monly years 2-3.

3. Advanced/dissertation stage: candidacy, a defined dissertation, and a substantial research record;
commonly year 3 and beyond.

4. Travel and professional development: conference, paper, networking, and small supplemental
awards usable throughout the PhD.

U.S. Citizens and Lawful Permanent Residents

Important permanent-resident distinction. Permanent residents are eligible for NSF GRFP, DOE
CSGF, DOE SCGSR, NIH F31, SREB, GEM, and AAUW American Doctoral funding under their current
published rules. Citizenship-only programs—mnotably NDSEG and Alabama Space Grant—should not be
assumed available. SMART eligibility also requires a qualifying citizenship, not permanent residence alone.

Phase 1: Prospective, Incoming, and First-Year Students

These are the highest-leverage applications. A prospective student should ask about Auburn nomination
processes while applying for admission and should begin national fellowship essays well before the first
fall semester.
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Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application
route

Auburn GTA/GRA +
Graduate Tuition

Fellowship
Monthly/annual stipend,;
qualifying assistantships
receive resident and
nonresident tuition support.
Student fees generally remain
the student’s responsibility.

Auburn Presidential
Graduate Research
Fellowship (PGRF)
Minimum $37,000 per year
plus full resident and
nonresident tuition for three
years; student and graduate
enrollment fees are not
covered.

NSF Graduate Research
Fellowship Program
(GRFP)

Three supported years in a
five-year period; each
supported year currently
carries a $37,000 stipend and
$16,000 cost-of-education
allowance.

DOE Computational
Science Graduate
Fellowship (CSGF)
$45,000 annual stipend, full
tuition and required fees,
$1,000 annual
professional-development
allowance, and a 12-week DOE
laboratory practicum;
renewable up to four years.

Hertz Fellowship
Up to five years of support,
valued at up to $250,000.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligible for citizens and permanent
residents. This is the standard base package
for many doctoral students. GTA
availability depends on teaching needs; GRA
availability depends on grants and adviser
fit.

Eligible for a highly qualified new doctoral
student. The published package combines a
$15,000 Presidential Fellowship, at least
$7,000 from the dean, and at least $15,000
in GRA support.

Eligible for U.S. citizens, nationals, and
permanent residents in eligible
research-based STEM fields. Statistics is
within Mathematical Sciences. Graduate
applicants must not have completed more
than one academic year in a graduate
program and may apply only once after
entering graduate school.

Eligible for citizens and permanent
residents who are seniors, incoming students,
or first-year graduate students in
computationally intensive science,
mathematics, engineering, or computer
science. Excellent for statistical computing,
scientific ML, uncertainty quantification,
simulation, and optimization.

Eligible for U.S. citizens and permanent
residents normally entering a PhD or in the
first graduate year in applied
physical/biological science, mathematics, or
engineering. Auburn is not a standard
participating school; a selected fellow may
need Hertz and Auburn to establish an
agreement.

Considered with admission
and renewed subject to
appointment, funding,
academic progress, and
departmental policy. Ask the
department for the current
stipend and summer package.
Official source

Students do not apply directly:
COSAM/college nomination is
required. Internal deadlines
are set by the college,
normally in the early spring
for fall entrants.

Official source

The FY2026 Mathematical
Sciences deadline was
November 14, 2025. Verify
current call for the next
solicitation; prepare in
summer and submit in the fall.
Official source

The application normally
opens in October and closes in
January.
Second-year-and-beyond
graduate students are
generally ineligible.

Official source

The 2027 application opens
August 31, 2026 and closes in
late October 2026. Later-stage
applicants are considered only
in rare, exceptional-leverage
cases.

Official source
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Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application
route

SREB-State Doctoral
Scholars Program:
Doctoral Award

$20,000 per year for three
years of direct support, two
further years of institutional
support, and up to five years
of university-covered
tuition/fees; includes
professional development.

National GEM
Consortium PhD
Fellowship

Employer Fellows receive at
least $16,000 per year, paid
summer internship(s), and
university support that can
include full tuition and fees for
up to five years; terms vary by
placement and institution.

Paul & Daisy Soros
Fellowships for New
Americans

Up to $90,000 over two years.

Phase 2: Middle Years

At this stage, the student’s research identity matters more than admission metrics.

Conditional for U.S. citizens and
permanent residents who meet SREB
program criteria, plan an academic career,
and have not begun the second doctoral
year. Auburn is a participating Alabama
institution.

Conditional for U.S. citizens/permanent
residents in engineering or applied science
with at least a 3.0 GPA and willingness to
complete a GEM employer internship.
Confirm Auburn’s current GEM member
status and department package before
relying on tuition support.

Conditional for immigrants and children of
immigrants who satisfy the program’s New
American definition, are age 30 or younger,
and are entering or in the early years of a
U.S. graduate program.

Applications typically open in

January and are due March 31.
Confirm Alabama funding and
Auburn’s participation for the

relevant cycle.

Official source

Annual application; applicants
must also follow GEM
university-application rules
and employer selection
deadlines.

Official source

The 2027 application is open
and due October 29, 2026 at
2:00 p.m. ET.

Official source

The most useful

strategy is to match the proposal to a sponsor’s technical priorities and to cultivate a faculty nomination
or industry research contact early.

Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application

Auburn—Tuskegee NSF
AlI/Data Science RTG

Auburn’s actual trainee
package and selection rules are
locally determined; the NSF
RTG mechanism can support
graduate trainees with stipend
and education costs.

Auburn departmental
fellowships

Amounts vary and are not
consistently published; awards
may supplement an
assistantship.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligible for U.S. citizens, nationals, and
permanent residents selected as federally
supported trainees. Directly aligned themes
include statistical/topological data analysis,
generative Al, medical data, PDE-based ML,
wireless communications, and cybersecurity.

Eligible subject to departmental criteria.
Especially relevant are the Professor
Norman C. Perry / Saeed Maghsoodloo
Fellowship for doctoral Statistics students
and the Don & Sandy Logan Fellowship in
Mathematics and Statistics. Other
departmental awards include Bennett and
Zalik funds.

route

Ask the Graduate Program
Officer and RTG leadership
about the annual internal
selection process. The
five-year, $2.1 million
Auburn—Tuskegee award
began in 2025.

Official source

Annual departmental
nomination/selection. Ask the
Graduate Program Officer
what materials and progress
benchmarks are required.
Official source
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https://www.gemfellowship.org/gem-fellowship-program/
https://pdsoros.org/eligibility/
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https://www.auburn.edu/cosam/news/articles/2025/11/dms_graduate_student_awardees_for_2025.htm
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Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application
route

Alabama EPSCoR
Graduate Research
Scholars Program
(GRSP)

State-funded award of up to
about $25,000 per student;
number and size vary by year.

Alabama Space Grant
Graduate Research
Fellowship

The 2026 Auburn package was
$38,000 including stipend,
tuition/insurance, and travel
allowance.

NDSEG Fellowship
Three years of tuition/fee
support plus a monthly
stipend; recent annualized
rates have been roughly
$40,800-$43,200. The current
solicitation controls the exact
amount.

SMART

Scholarship-for-Service
Full tuition/education support
and a stipend commonly
advertised in the roughly
$30,000-%46,000 range, plus
internships and employment
placement.

Jane Street Graduate
Research Fellowship

Full tuition and fees plus a
$45,000 stipend for one
academic year; finalists receive
$5,000.

NVIDIA Graduate
Fellowship

Up to $60,000 for one
academic year; a preceding
in-person NVIDIA internship
is required.

Microsoft Research
Fellowship

The 2026 U.S. award was
$47,000, paid to the university;
challenge-specific collaboration
and travel expectations vary.

Updated August 11, 2026

Conditional for full-time graduate students
at Alabama EPSCoR universities whose
adviser is funded by an EPSCoR-related
grant and whose research matches the
current science/technology priorities.

Conditional and generally U.S.-citizen
only. The project must align with a NASA
mission. Plausible statistics topics include
remote sensing, spatial statistics, reliability,
climate modeling, image analysis, autonomy,
and scientific ML. Permanent residence
alone is not sufficient.

Conditional and U.S.-citizen only;
permanent residents are not eligible unless
they are also U.S. citizens. Mathematics and
computer/computational sciences are
supported when the work addresses DoD
research interests.

Conditional on qualifying citizenship,
discipline, and security/placement
requirements. Permanent residence alone
does not qualify. Carries a post-graduation
DoD civilian service commitment, so it is
best for students who actively want a
defense research career.

Eligible without a published citizenship
restriction for full-time PhD students in
statistics, mathematics, computer science,
physics, and related fields who have at least
one year remaining.

Eligible without a citizenship restriction;
applications are worldwide. Students must
have completed at least the first PhD year,
remain full time, and pursue
NVIDIA-relevant computing research such
as AT/ML, accelerated computing, robotics,
graphics, security, or health computing.

Eligible based on enrollment at an eligible
U.S. university rather than citizenship, but
only certain research challenges accept
student-led proposals. Strongest for
students tightly aligned with a listed
Microsoft Research challenge.

RFPs are routed through
eligible principal investigators;
the deadline is usually in
March. Start by asking the
adviser whether the project
and grant qualify.

Official source

The 2026 student deadline was
March 2, 2026. Watch for the
next RFP in late fall/winter.
Official source

Annual DoD
broad-agency-announcement
cycle. Review the current
research topic lists before
drafting.

Official source

Annual cycle, typically
opening in late summer and
closing in December. Read the
service agreement before
applying.

Official source

Annual cycle; the prior student
deadline was in November.
Verify current call the next
call and begin a research
statement in early fall.

Official source

The 202627 deadline was
September 15, 2025. Watch for
the next call in
August/September 2026 and
check internship-
location/work-authorization
feasibility.

Official source

The 2026 call ran November
4-December 16, 2025. Verify
current call the next
challenge list and eligibility.
Official source

Page 5 of 15


https://alepscor.org/scholars-program/faq/
https://www.uah.edu/images/research/ASGC/pdf/ASGC-graduate-research-fellowship-2026-2027.pdf
https://ndseg.org/about
https://www.smartscholarship.org/smart
https://www.janestreet.com/join-jane-street/programs-and-events/graduate-research-fellowship/
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Opportunity & support

Bloomberg Data Science
PhD Fellowship

Full tuition plus a $45,000
stipend; potentially renewable
up to three years; includes a
required 14-week paid summer
internship each fellowship
year.

Eligibility and best fit

Eligible for eligible full-time PhD students
in relevant data-science/Al topics.
Bloomberg does not sponsor a U.S. visa;
recipients need independent work
authorization covering the internship and
fellowship requirements.

Phase 3: Advanced and Dissertation-Stage Students

Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application
route

The 202627 deadline was
December 14, 2025. Verify
current call the next call;
topics change annually.
Official source

Timing / application

Two Sigma PhD
Fellowship

Up to $75,000 per academic
year for two consecutive years,
paid to the university, plus a
one-time $10,000
education-related award to the
fellow.

Google PhD Fellowship:
United States/Canada
Up to two years; the published
U.S./Canada package is up to
$85,000 per year plus a Google
research mentor.

DOE Office of Science
Graduate Student
Research (SCGSR)
Supplemental support for 3-12
months of dissertation research
at a DOE national laboratory;
not a replacement for a full
PhD funding package.

NIH F31 Predoctoral
NRSA

NIH predoctoral stipend plus
partial tuition/fees and an
institutional allowance at
annually published rates.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligible without a published citizenship

restriction for full-time PhD students at U.S.

universities. The 2026 rules required at least
third-year status and at least two years
remaining. Statistics, applied mathematics,
ML, econometrics, optimization, probability,
and time series are strong fits.

Eligible without a published citizenship
restriction. Auburn must submit the
nomination. Best for an established research
record in areas such as ML foundations,
algorithms/optimization, health data,
privacy, NLP, systems, or related computing
research.

Eligible for U.S. citizens/permanent
residents who are full-time PhD candidates,
have a defined thesis, and establish a
collaboration with a DOE laboratory
scientist. Mathematics and
computer/computational sciences are
eligible when aligned with current Office of
Science priorities.

Conditional for U.S. citizens, nationals,
and permanent residents conducting
mentored dissertation research within a
participating NIH institute’s biomedical,
behavioral, or clinical mission. Strong fits
include biostatistics, causal inference,
survival analysis, biomedical AI, and
health-data science.

route

Annual cycle; the 2026 cohort
call is closed. Verify current
call the next opening and
exact year-in-program rules.
Official source

The 2026 institutional window
ran March 5-April 30, 2026
and is closed. Begin internal
nomination conversations
months before the next spring
cycle.

Official source

2026 Solicitation 2 was
tentatively scheduled to open
in August 2026 and close in
November 2026. Prepare the
laboratory collaboration and
adviser letters early.

Official source

Standard NIH fellowship due
dates recur each year; institute
participation and topic fit
must be checked in the active
notice of funding opportunity.
Official source
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SREB-State Doctoral
Scholars Program:

Dissertation Award
One-year $20,000 stipend,

university-covered tuition/fees,

$500 research allowance, and
professional development.

AAUW American
Doctoral Fellowship
$25,000 stipend for the
fellowship year.

Auburn Merriwether
Fellowship

$2,000 supplemental stipend;
may be held with an
assistantship or another
fellowship.

Eligibility and best fit

Conditional for eligible U.S.
citizens/permanent residents at
participating institutions who have
completed coursework/exams and will have
defended the dissertation prospectus before
the award year.

Conditional for women who are U.S.
citizens, nationals, or permanent residents
pursuing their first doctoral degree. Open
across fields, with STEM applicants
especially encouraged. Can support
coursework or full-time dissertation writing
under the current rules.

Eligible for a full-time doctoral student
enrolled for the entire upcoming academic
year. Each department may nominate one
student; selection emphasizes professional
promise.

Timing / application
route

Applications typically open in
January and are due March 31.
Official source

For 202728, applications open
August 17, 2026 and close
September 17, 2026 at 5:00
p-m. ET.

Official source

Annual departmental
nomination deadline: February
15 (or next business morning
when applicable).

Official source

Phase 4: Travel, Paper, and Professional-Development Awards

Opportunity & support

Auburn Frank Sturm
Memorial Fellowship
$1,000, available for one
calendar year, to support an
off-campus colloquium,
seminar, conference, or
interdisciplinary professional
activity.

ASA Student and Early
Career Travel Fund
Need- and merit-based
reimbursement /support for
participation in
ASA-sponsored meetings;
amount varies.

IMS Hannan Graduate
Student Travel Award
Typically $400-$1,000 for
travel /registration to an
IMS-sponsored or
co-sponsored meeting.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligibility and best fit

Eligible for a currently enrolled student
pursuing the department’s highest graduate
degree who demonstrates
leadership/community involvement;
multidisciplinary work is preferred.

Eligible for ASA student members enrolled
in statistics, biostatistics, or data science.

Eligible for IMS graduate-student members
in statistical science/probability who will
not receive the PhD in the calendar year of
the deadline. Citizenship is not a criterion.

Timing / application
route

Applications are normally
accepted December—January
following a late-fall call.
Official source

Apply at least three months
before the conference begins.
Official source

Next deadline: February 1,
2027. A paper/poster is
encouraged but not required.
Official source
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Opportunity & support Eligibility and best fit Timing / application
route

SIAM Student Travel Eligible for current full-time students in MDS26 and SDM26

Awards good standing; strong fit for computational travel-support deadline:

Normally $650 for domestic statistics, optimization, data mining, August 17, 2026. Other

travel or $800 for scientific computing, and mathematics of conference deadlines vary.

intercontinental travel, often data science. Official source

with registration support.

Ellis R. Ott Scholarship Eligible for students enrolled in or accepted Applications are accepted

Two $7,500 scholarships to U.S./Canadian graduate programs in January 1-May 1 for the next
annually. applied statistics, quality management, or a  academic year.
related field; citizenship is not the Official source

organizing criterion.

ASA Biopharmaceutical Eligible for ASA-member master’s/doctoral The 2026 window was January

Section Scholarship students in statistics/biostatistics or a 1-March 15; watch for the
Up to five $3,000 awards program with that concentration. next annual call.
annually. Particularly useful for pharmaceutical, Official source

clinical, or health-data work.

ASA Edward C. Bryant Eligible for a promising graduate student Annual deadline: March 1.

Scholarship in survey statistics. Students at U.S. or Official source
$2,500 cash prize. international institutions are explicitly

eligible.
ASA Mary G. and Eligible for full-time master’s or doctoral The 2026 deadline was March
Joseph Natrella students interested in industrial statistics, 22; watch for the next annual
Scholarship quality, productivity, or design of call.
$3,500 grant, $500 travel experiments. Official source

stipend, and complimentary
conference/short-course

registration.

ASA Section Student Eligible subject to section membership and Many deadlines fall

Paper Competitions paper-status rules. Especially relevant November—December for the
Cash prizes and/or partial sections include Statistical Learning and following summer’s JSM. The
travel support to the Joint Data Science, Bayesian Statistical Science, SLDS competition is typically
Statistical Meetings; amount Statistical Computing/Graphics, December—January.

and rules vary by section. Biopharmaceutical, Survey Research Official source

Methods, and Business/Economic Statistics.

International Students

For students in F-1/J-1 or similar nonimmigrant status, the base-funding strategy is different: Auburn
assistantships and university /departmental fellowships are usually more important than direct U.S. federal
fellowships. Industry awards are often more open by citizenship, but a required internship may create a
separate work-authorization issue.

Do not equate “no citizenship restriction” with automatic visa feasibility. Confirm with Auburn
International Student and Scholar Services before accepting employment, an internship, off-campus re-
search, or a fellowship whose payment structure may affect immigration status.

Phase 1: Prospective, Incoming, and First-Year Students
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Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application
route

Auburn GTA/GRA +
Graduate Tuition

Fellowship

Stipend plus qualifying
resident /nonresident tuition
support; student fees generally
remain the student’s
responsibility.

Auburn Presidential
Graduate Research
Fellowship (PGRF)
Minimum $37,000 per year
plus full resident and
nonresident tuition for three
years; student fees are not
covered.

Fulbright Foreign

Student Program

Grant terms vary substantially
by country and may include
tuition, living support,
insurance, and travel.

AAUW International
Fellowship

Doctoral support at the
amount published in the active
call; full-time STEM study in
the U.S. is eligible.

Schlumberger
Foundation Faculty for
the Future

Up to $50,000 per year for
PhD study; renewable awards
are subject to progress and
program rules.

P.E.O. International

Peace Scholarship (IPS)
Need-based grant-in-aid up to
$12,500; not intended to cover
all expenses.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligible for international graduate students.
International GTAs must satisfy Auburn’s
spoken-English requirements; F-1
employment is normally capped at 20 hours
per week while school is in session.

Conditional but promising: Auburn’s
published eligibility rules state no
citizenship restriction and refer to
international enrollment requirements. The
student must be a highly qualified new
doctoral applicant. Confirm COSAM’s
current nomination rules.

Conditional for non-U.S. citizens from
participating countries seeking U.S.
graduate study /research. This is most useful
before arriving at Auburn; U.S. permanent
residents are not eligible for Fulbright.

Conditional for women who are non-U.S.
citizens, do not hold or seek U.S. permanent
residence, have at least a 3.5 GPA for the
highest degree, and meet AAUW’s
service/leadership and degree-timing rules.

Conditional for women from eligible
developing/emerging economies, without
secondary citizenship in a developed country,
pursuing STEM study abroad and
committed to returning home. Mathematics
and computer science are specifically
encouraged in the 2027 call.

Conditional for women who are citizens of
countries other than the U.S./Canada, will
study in the U.S./Canada, plan to return
home, and have a full year of formal
coursework remaining. Dissertation-only
students are not eligible as first-time
applicants.

Ask about funding with the
admission application. GTA
awards depend on teaching
needs; GRAs depend on
sponsored research and adviser
fit.

Official source

College nomination is required;
internal deadlines are normally
in early spring for fall entrants.
Official source

Apply through the Fulbright
Commission or U.S. Embassy
in the country of
citizenship/permanent
residence. Deadlines and
placement procedures are
country-specific, often far in
advance.

Official source

For 2027-28, applications open
August 17, 2026 and close
September 17, 2026 at 5:00
p.m. ET.

Official source

2027 cycle: opens September 1,
2026; deadline November 6,
2026.

Official source

Eligibility forms: September
15-December 15, 2026.
Completed-application
deadlines are February 1 or
March 15, 2027 depending on
enrollment status.

Official source
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Margaret McNamara
Education Grants
(MMEG), U.S.-Canada
Program

Education grant; amount
varies by annual program
budget and award decision.

Phase 2: Middle Years

Opportunity & support

Auburn GRA and
departmental
fellowships

GRA stipend and qualifying
tuition support; departmental
fellowship amounts vary.

Alabama EPSCoR
Graduate Research
Scholars Program
(GRSP)

Up to about $25,000 per
student; size and number of
state-funded awards vary.

Jane Street Graduate
Research Fellowship

Full tuition and fees plus
$45,000 for one academic year;
finalists receive $5,000.

NVIDIA Graduate
Fellowship

Up to $60,000 and a required
preceding in-person NVIDIA
research internship.

Microsoft Research
Fellowship

The 2026 U.S. award was
$47,000 paid to the university;
exact research and
collaboration terms vary by
challenge.

Bloomberg Data Science
PhD Fellowship

Full tuition plus $45,000;
potentially renewable up to
three years; required 14-week
paid internship.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligibility and best fit

Conditional for self-identifying women age
25+ from eligible developing/middle-income
countries, with financial need and
commitment to improving the lives of
women /children. Must remain enrolled for
at least one full academic semester after the
award.

Eligibility and best fit

Eligible for international students, subject
to grant, appointment, and academic
criteria. The Perry / Maghsoodloo Statistics
Fellowship and Logan Mathematics and
Statistics Fellowship publish no citizenship
restriction; confirm each annual call.

Conditional but potentially available:
published criteria focus on full-time status,
good standing, an EPSCoR-funded adviser,
and project fit, without listing U.S.
citizenship. Confirm the current RFP and
international-payment eligibility before

applying.

Eligible international students are eligible
under the program’s institution-based rules.
Excellent for theoretical/methodological
statistics, probability, mathematics, and
related computing research.

Conditional in practice: applications are
worldwide, but the student must be able to
complete the internship in a supported
location and obtain any necessary work
authorization. Best after the first PhD year.

Eligible under the 2026 enrollment-based
rules; no citizenship restriction was stated.
The student must be enrolled at an eligible
institution and apply to a challenge that
accepts student proposals.

Conditional because Bloomberg does not
sponsor a U.S. visa. An F-1 student may be
eligible only if independent work
authorization (such as properly approved
CPT/OPT, as applicable) covers all
internship requirements. Topics emphasize
modern AT/ML and data science.

Timing / application
route

Applications are accepted
September 15—January 15;
successful candidates are
notified in April.

Official source

Timing / application
route

GRA possibilities often
improve after a student has
selected an adviser.
Departmental awards are
normally handled by annual
internal nomination/selection.
Official source

RFPs are routed through
eligible principal investigators;
deadline is usually in March.
Official source

Annual fall cycle; verify the
next deadline and
remaining-time-in-program
requirement.

Official source

The 202627 deadline was
September 15, 2025. Watch
August/September 2026 for
the next cycle.

Official source

The 2026 call closed December
16, 2025. Verify the next
challenge list.

Official source

The 202627 deadline was
December 14, 2025. Verify the
next call and consult Auburn’s
international office early.
Official source
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Opportunity & support Eligibility and best fit

Google PhD Fellowship: Eligible without a published citizenship

United States / Canada restriction, but institutional nomination is
Up to $85,000 per year for up ~ required. Best for students with an

to two years plus a Google established record in Google’s listed
research mentor. computing/data-science research areas.

Phase 3: Advanced and Dissertation-Stage Students

Opportunity & support Eligibility and best fit

Two Sigma PhD Eligible without a published citizenship
Fellowship restriction for full-time doctoral students at
Up to $75,000 per academic accredited U.S. universities. The 2026 rules
year for two years plus a required at least third-year status and two
one-time $10,000 years remaining. Excellent for statistics,
education-related award. probability, optimization, time series, ML,
and econometrics.
Google, Jane Street, Conditional by research fit, remaining
Microsoft, NVIDIA, time, nomination, and—where an internship
and Bloomberg is required—work authorization. These

programs often value a mature publication
record and therefore may be strongest in
years 3—4 even when preparation begins

Major packages summarized in
the middle-years table above.

earlier.
Auburn Merriwether Eligible published criteria do not impose a
Fellowship citizenship restriction. Full-time doctoral
$2,000 supplemental stipend;  enrollment for the upcoming academic year
compatible with an and departmental nomination are required.
assistantship or another
fellowship.
Home-country and Conditional by nationality and field.
international-agency Examples may include national science
dissertation support councils, ministries, central banks, employer

sponsorship, or regional development banks.
These cannot be generalized across all
international students.

Varies by country and sponsor;
may include stipend, tuition
contribution, research costs, or
return travel.

Timing / application
route

The 2026 window ran March
5—April 30, 2026. Begin the
Auburn nomination process
early for the next cycle.
Official source

Timing / application
route

Annual cycle; verify the next
opening and program-year
rules.

Official source

Monitor sponsor pages from
August through April; internal
Auburn nomination deadlines
may precede sponsor
deadlines.

Official source

Annual nomination deadline:
February 15.

Official source

Search at least 12-18 months
before the needed year and
coordinate payment/visa
terms with Auburn.

Official source

Phase 4: Travel, Paper, and Professional-Development Awards

The following are based on enrollment, membership, or research area rather than U.S. citizenship and are

generally as relevant to international students as to domestic students.

Updated August 11, 2026

Page 11 of 15


https://research.google/programs-and-events/phd-fellowship/
https://www.twosigma.com/graduate-students/phd-fellowships/
https://research.google/programs-and-events/phd-fellowship/
https://graduate.auburn.edu/current-students/programs-awards/merriwether.php
https://educationusa.state.gov/your-5-steps-us-study/research-your-options/finance-your-studies

Auburn Statistics & Data Science PhD Funding

Advising Guide

Opportunity & support

Eligibility and best fit

Timing / application
route

Auburn Frank Sturm
Memorial Fellowship
$1,000 for an interdisciplinary
off-campus conference,
colloquium, seminar, or
related activity.

ASA Student and Early
Career Travel Fund
Amount varies; supports
ASA-sponsored meeting
participation based on merit
and financial need.

IMS Hannan Graduate
Student Travel Award
Typically $400-$1,000 for
IMS-sponsored /co-sponsored
meeting travel and
registration.

SIAM Student Travel
Awards

Normally $650 domestic /
$800 intercontinental travel,
often with registration
support.

Ellis R. Ott Scholarship
Two $7,500 awards annually.

ASA Biopharmaceutical
Scholarship, Bryant
Scholarship, and
Natrella Scholarship
Respectively: up to five $3,000
awards; $2,500; and $3,500
plus $500 travel and
registration support.

ASA Section Student

Paper Competitions
Section-specific cash prizes
and/or JSM travel support.

Updated August 11, 2026

Eligible current Auburn enrollment,
leadership/community involvement, and
pursuit of the department’s highest graduate
degree are required.

Eligible for ASA student members in
statistics, biostatistics, or data science; no
citizenship rule is listed.

Eligible for qualifying IMS
graduate-student members; citizenship is
not a criterion.

Eligible for full-time students in good
standing; citizenship is not the student
eligibility test.

Eligible for graduate study in applied
statistics/quality management at a U.S. or
Canadian institution.

Eligible subject to topic and membership
rules. These cover biopharmaceutical
statistics, survey statistics, and
industrial/quality statistics. The Bryant
award explicitly accepts students at U.S. or
international institutions.

Eligible subject to student authorship,
paper status, and section membership.
Statistical Learning and Data Science,
Bayesian, Computing/Graphics, Survey,
Biopharmaceutical, and other sections are
relevant.

Applications normally run
December—January.
Official source

Apply at least three months
before the meeting.
Official source

Next deadline: February 1,
2027.

Official source

MDS26 and SDM26 deadline:
August 17, 2026. Other
conference deadlines vary.
Official source

Applications accepted January
1-May 1.

Official source

Typical windows: Jan. 1-Mar.
15 (Biopharm), Mar. 1
(Bryant), and late March
(Natrella). Verify annually.
Official source

Most calls appear in fall;
deadlines are commonly
November-December for the
following JSM.

Official source
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Federal and Regional Programs Usually Unavailable to F-1/J-1 Students

Reason ordinary international students are excluded

NSF GRFP Requires U.S. citizenship, U.S. national status, or lawful permanent
residence.

DOE CSGF Requires U.S. citizenship or lawful permanent residence.

NSF-funded RTG trainee Federally supported graduate trainees must be U.S. citizens, nationals,

slot or permanent residents; international students may still participate in
non-trainee RTG activities if allowed locally.

NDSEG U.S.-citizen program.

DOE SCGSR Requires U.S. citizenship or lawful permanent residence.

NIH F31 Requires U.S. citizenship, noncitizen-national status, or lawful perma-

nent residence by award.

SREB Doctoral Scholars Requires U.S. citizenship or permanent residence plus program-specific

criteria.
Alabama Space Grant Current graduate fellowship is generally U.S.-citizen only.
SMART Scholarship Conditional exception only for applicants holding one of the

qualifying citizenships in the active call and able to meet place-
ment /security /service requirements; most international students do not
qualify.

Annual Planning Calendar

AAUW American/International (Aug. 17—Sep. 17, 2026); NVIDIA watch window;

August— STAM MDS26/SDM26 travel (Aug. 17, 2026); Schlumberger opens Sep. 1; MMEG
September and P.E.O. open Sep. 15.

NSF GRFP; Hertz; Soros (Oct. 29, 2026); Schlumberger (Nov. 6, 2026); Jane
September— Street; Two Sigma; ASA section paper competitions; possible DOE SCGSR fall
November solicitation.

Microsoft Research challenge call; Bloomberg; DOE CSGF; Frank Sturm; MMEG
November— (through Jan. 15); begin Auburn PGRF nomination conversations.
January

SREB; Alabama Space Grant; Alabama EPSCoR; ASA Biopharmaceutical,
January-March  Bryant, and Natrella awards; IMS Hannan (Feb. 1); Merriwether (Feb. 15).

Google institutional nomination window; Ellis R. Ott (through May 1); possible

March—May spring DOE SCGSR cycle; professional-society travel requests.
GTA/GRA conversations, adviser grant opportunities, departmental awards,
Year-round Auburn/COSAM travel support, and preparation for sponsor calls that have not
yet posted.

Recommended Advising Workflow

1. Secure the base package. Obtain the current written GTA/GRA offer, stipend period, tuition-
fellowship terms, fee/insurance obligations, and summer plan.

2. Screen status correctly. Separate citizenship, permanent residence, visa status, nationality, and
work authorization; they are not interchangeable.
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3. Match stage and topic. Early-stage students should prioritize GRFP/CSGF /Hertz/PGRF; research-
stage students should prioritize industry awards, RTG/GRSP, and topic-specific programs; candidates
should add SCGSR, SREB Dissertation, and dissertation-year awards.

4. Identify the application owner. Mark each opportunity as student-applied, faculty-nominated,
college-nominated, adviser-routed, or home-country administered.

5. Resolve stacking and visa questions before acceptance. Obtain written confirmation from the
relevant Auburn offices when an award includes outside employment, an internship, a service obligation,
off-campus research, or payments that might replace an assistantship.

6. Maintain a rolling 12-month calendar. Record the sponsor deadline, Auburn internal deadline,
reference-letter deadline, and expected notification date separately.

Source Directory

The links below are included in full for print users. They were checked or used to verify the guide as of
August 11, 2026. Sponsor pages and active solicitations supersede this summary.

Program /source URL
Auburn tuition and funding https://graduate.auburn.edu/admissions/tuition-funding/index.php

Auburn assistantship https://graduate.auburn.edu/admissions/tuition-funding /funding/

guidelines guidelines-graduate-assistantships.php

Auburn PGRF https://graduate.auburn.edu/admissions/tuition-funding /funding /pgrf.php

Auburn Math/Stats https://www.auburn.edu/cosam/departments/math/students/grad/index.

graduate funding htm

Auburn departmental https://www.auburn.edu/cosam/news/articles/2025/11/dms__graduate__

awardees student awardees for 2025.htm

Auburn Merriwether https://graduate.auburn.edu/current-students/programs-awards/
merriwether.php

Auburn Frank Sturm https://graduate.auburn.edu/current-students/programs-awards/
sturmfellowship.php

Auburn—Tuskegee RTG https://www.auburn.edu/cosam/news/articles/2025/08 /auburn__

university _and_ tuskegee university have been awarded a_ joint
nsf research_training group_ grant.htm

Alabama EPSCoR GRSP https://alepscor.org/scholars-program/faq/

Alabama Space Grant https://www.uah.edu/images/research/ASGC/pdf/
ASGC-graduate-research-fellowship-2026-2027.pdf

SREB Doctoral Scholars https://www.sreb.org/types-awards

NSF GRFP https://www.nsf.gov/funding /opportunities/grfp-nsf-graduate-research-fellowship- program

DOE CSGF eligibility https://www.krellinst.org/csgf/about-doe-csgf/
eligibility-program-requirements

DOE CSGF benefits https://www.krellinst.org/csgf/about-doe-csgf/benefits-opportunities

Hertz Fellowship https://www.hertzfoundation.org/hertz-fellowship /apply/

NDSEG https://ndseg.org/about

SMART https://www.smartscholarship.org/smart

DOE SCGSR https://science.osti.gov/wdts/scgsr/Key-Dates

NIH F31 https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/F31

Fulbright Foreign Student https://fulbrightprogram.org/apply/

GEM PhD Fellowship https://www.gemfellowship.org/gem-fellowship-program/

Paul & Daisy Soros https://pdsoros.org/eligibility/
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Jane Street

Two Sigma
Google PhD Fellowship

NVIDIA Graduate
Fellowship

Microsoft Research
Fellowship

Bloomberg Data Science

AAUW American Doctoral
AAUW International

Schlumberger Faculty for
the Future

P.E.O. IPS

MMEG

ASA travel fund

IMS Hannan Travel Award
SIAM travel support

Ellis R. Ott

ASA Biopharmaceutical
ASA Bryant

ASA Natrella

ASA SLDS student paper

EducationUSA finance
guidance

Updated August 11, 2026

https://www.janestreet.com/join-jane-street /programs-and-events/
graduate-research-fellowship/

https://www.twosigma.com/graduate-students/phd-fellowships/
https://research.google/programs-and-events/phd-fellowship/
https://research.nvidia.com/graduate-fellowships

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/academic-program/
2026-microsoft-research-fellowship/

https://www.bloomberg.com/company /values/
tech-at-bloomberg/data-science/academic-engagement-programs,/
data-science-ph-d-fellowship/

https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
american-doctoral-fellowship-program/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
aauw-international-fellowships/
https://www.facultyforthefuture.net/applications-for-2026/

https://www.peointernational.org/educational-support/
international-peace-scholarship-fund/eligibility-and-application-process/
https://www.mmeg.org/apply

https://www.amstat.org/your-career /awards/student-and-early-career-travel-fund

https://imstat.org/ims-awards/ims-hannan-graduate-student-travel-award/
https://www.siam.org/conferences-events/conference-support/
travel-and-registration-support/

https://www.ellisottscholarships.org/
https://community.amstat.org/biop/awards/scholarship

https://www.amstat.org/your-career /awards/edward-c-bryant-scholarship-for-an-outstand

https://community.amstat.org/qpre/natrella-scholarship
https://community.amstat.org/slds/awards/student-paper-award

https://educationusa.state.gov /your-5-steps-us-study /
research-your-options/finance-your-studies
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