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Curriculum Vitae

I am an interdisciplinarian, passionate about my goal of becoming a Biology and Earth System Science Professor. My enthusiasm for field work, creating engaging learning environments, and my love for science motivate me to advance my knowledge and seek a Doctorate of Philosophy in Integrative, Comparative, and Marine Biology. Utilizing the knowledge I have gathered from my Master’s of Geography and Environmental Studies and my B.S. in Biology, 2D Studio Art and Illustration, and Business, I want to obtain the necessary understanding to form new interdisciplinary ideas, work on solving complex problems, and teach what I learn. I am currently writing my thesis on student cognitive engagement with the Geo Explorer Auburn and am excited to begin new research opportunities next year. I am also interested in Scientific Illustration and will be pursuing those opportunities as I am able. I will work diligently to achieve my goals and contribute to the future generation of scientists.

Education
· M.S., Geography and Environmental Studies, Department of Geosciences
· Auburn University (January 2025 – anticipated Graduation May 2027)
· GPA: 3.85
· Advisor: Dr. Karen McNeal
· GTA Experience: Earth and Life Through Time Lab, Global Geography, Global Systems Weather/Climate, Labs
· Geocognition Auburn Research Lab member
· B.S., Interdisciplinary University Studies; Primary Emphasis: Biology, Secondary Emphases: 2D Studio Art and Business
· Auburn University (May 2024)
· GPA: 3.56/4.0, Cum Laude
· 2020 Honors Convocation: “4.0 Freshmen”
· High School Diploma, Eastwood Christian School
· Montgomery, AL (May 2019)
· GPA: 4.6/4.0, Summa Cum Laude, Honor Roll
· National Spanish Honor Society
· Honors National Latin Exam: Magna Cum Laude
· Beta Club President 2018-2019
Research experience
· Geosciences Whale Excavation Field Trip to Monroe County, AL
· Auburn University (August 5th-8th, 2026)
· Led by Dr. John Fronimos and Dr. Drew Gentry
· Manual Fossil Prep, Surface Collecting
· Analysis of Stratigraphy and Geomorphology of Site
· Red Bluff Formation, Potential Basilosaurus
· Study: Student Engagement on the Geo Explorer Auburn 
· IRB Approved for “Using Biosensors and Behavioral Observation to Measure Student Cognitive and Emotional Engagement During the Geo Explorer Auburn Mobile Lab Experience.” 
· Associated Authors: Elena Elwell, Dr. Karen S. McNeal (PI), Dr. Melinda Lanius, Bryan Beck
· Abstract accepted by GSA Connects 2025: https://auburn.box.com/s/vzofkebqm68tjxjfsmhc7j1nfvn9dtjz. 
· Abstract submitted to AGU Fall 2026
· Awaiting Response
· Elwell, Elena. “Connecting Implications: Data Center Analysis.” April 2026. Urban Geography and Sustainability. Auburn University. https://app.box.com/s/jv7g3ezwm7a36p97vripvo5qchxe8j50. 
· Attended the Professional Development for Emerging Education Researchers program
· Auburn University (Summer 2025)
· Hosted by Eleanor C Sayre (author) and Dr. Melinda Lanius
· Elwell. Elena. “Geocognition Research and Climatological Applications.” May 5, 2025. Climatology. Auburn University. 
· Final project for Dr. Chandana Mitra’s Climatology Class, taught by Dana Barker. 
· Elwell, et al. “Changing Mindsets: Strategies to Combat Poaching Demand.” April 2024. IDSC 3210. Auburn University.
· This is a final research paper and presentation that discusses interdisciplinary approaches to solving the complex problem of poaching in Africa and the demand for poached animal products in Asia. 
· Elwell, et al. “The Pretty Shell Problem: Is the consumption of carotenoid-rich food causing turtle shell pigmentation variation?” October 2023. BIOL 3060. Auburn University. 
· This is my final formal scientific research paper for Ecology Lab. The document displays the graded rubric first. 
Affiliations
· Geography Student Organization 
· Auburn University
· President (Summer 2025-2026)
· Sigma Gamma Epsilon (SGE)
· Geological Society of America (GSA)
· GIS Association of Alabama (GISAA)
· American Geophysical Union (AGU)
Teaching experience
· Global Systems Weather/Climate Lab, Graduate Teaching Assistant
· Auburn University (Spring and Fall 2026)
· GEOG 1020
· Independently Instructed Lab
· Global Geography, Graduate Teaching Assistant
· Auburn University (Fall 2025, Spring and Fall 2026)
· GEOG 1010
· Earth and Life Through Time Lab, Graduate Teaching Assistant
· Auburn University (Spring 2025)
· GEOL 1110
· Independently Instructed Lab
· Teaching Assistant for Special Education Classroom, Woodland Pines Elementary
· Auburn, AL (September 9, 2024 – January 6, 2025)
· 1:1 Paraeducator for Patience Melius’ class
· Registered Behavior Technician supervised by Dannah Chappell, BCBA
· Registered Behavioral Technician, Great Leaps Learning Center (School for Autism)
· Prattville, AL (May 2024 – September 2024)
· Diversity of Learners and Settings Service-Learning, AU Science Education
· Auburn Early Education Center (Spring 2023)
· FOUN 3000
· Grade: A
· Diversity Exceptionality Course, AU Science Education
· Auburn University (Spring 2023)
· RSED 3000
· Grade: B
· Pre-Teaching Requirement, AU Science Education
· Auburn High School (Fall 2022)
· Technology in Science Education Course, AU Science Education
· Auburn University (Fall 2022)
· CTSE 5000
· Grade: A
· Google Educator Level 1 Certification
· Organismal Biology LA, i.e., Learning Assistant, COSAM
· Auburn University (Fall 2020 and Spring 2021)
· Pedagogy of Peer-Led Instruction Course, COSAM
· Auburn University (Fall 2020)
· BIOL 4970 
· Grade: A
· High School Tutor for Geometry, Algebra, Calculus, Physical Science, and Chemistry
· Montgomery, AL (Fall 2017 – Spring 2019)

Presentations
· Elwell, Elena. “3M Video: Student Engagement on Geo Explorer.” April 2026. Science Communication. Auburn University. 
· Shared on the Digital Wall at the Ralph Brown Draughon Library at Auburn University
· Elwell, Elena. “Connecting Implications: Data Center Analysis.” April 2026. Urban Geography and Sustainability. Auburn University. https://app.box.com/s/jv7g3ezwm7a36p97vripvo5qchxe8j50. 
· Elwell, Elena. “Geocognition Research and Climatological Applications.” May 2025. Climatology. Auburn University. https://app.box.com/s/bca40vo2vngoovwue662c365uqnmcjt6. 
· Elwell, Elena. “Augmented Reality Sandbox.” April 2025. Geomorphology. Auburn University. https://app.box.com/s/zw6fpg4a5psxmq7zaezx8c7hhl7as2tg. 
· Elwell, Elena. “MATTER: What is the smallest thing in the universe??” January 6, 2023. CTSE 5000. Auburn University. https://youtu.be/zJUgjGjx448?si=6wqCst0SKBcTRvd_.
· This video was the final project for “Technology in Science Education.” The goal was to create an educational video that included surveys and self-tests. Dr. Chris Schnittka said this was the best educational video she had seen in her class. 
· Elwell, et al. “How Do Earthquakes Cause Tsunamis?” November 2022. Dynamic Earth. Auburn University. https://app.box.com/s/f941repmc2y8wfvfmqegmrw0abibh0lg.
Service
· Geosciences Whale Excavation Field Trip to Monroe County, AL
· Auburn University (August 5th-8th, 2026)
· Led by Dr. John Fronimos and Dr. Drew Gentry
· Geosciences Graduate Peer Mentorship Program
· Auburn University (Fall 2026)
· Peer Mentor
· Outreach and Tabling for Science Communication Class
· Auburn University (Spring 2026)
· Dr. Karen McNeal
· Teaching the Geological Laws of Superposition and Original Horizontality at the Earth Day Event with Sand Art
· Geography Student Organization
· Auburn University (Summer 2025 – Summer 2026)
· Served as President
· Hosted Tabling and Outreach Events such as Earth Day and Triva
· AUTeach Internship, Interdisciplinary Studies Capstone, College of Education
· Auburn University (Spring 2024)
· IDSC 4920
· Grade: A
Awards and Grants
· Geosciences Advisory Board (GAB) Student Travel Fund
· Auburn University (Fall 2025)


	
	
	



