
CHEMISTRY & BIOCHEMISTRY

WHY SHOULD YOU CONSIDER COSAM?

OUR DEGREES

COSAM: THE PROVEN  
PATH FOR CHEMISTRY  
& BIOCHEMISTRY

Chemistry is known as “The Central Science” because it is vitally important to other fields, such as 
biology, physics, materials science, engineering, geology, astronomy, medicine, and more.  
A degree in chemistry can open the door to a wide variety of career options, both traditional and 
non-traditional. 

With a degree in chemistry you can:
•	 Work on research that has an impact around the world. 
•	 Help characterize compounds to fight the opioid crisis.
•	 Adjusting enzymes to end red tides in our oceans.
•	 Pave the way to ground-breaking research to prevent diabetes.

•	 Faculty in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry are award-winning researchers.  
They have been recognized by the National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Department of Energy with grants to conduct 
ground-breaking research.

•	 As an undergraduate student, you will have an unparalleled opportunity to explore the world of  
research with mentorship by Auburn’s outstanding faculty.

•	 Opportunities to gain hands-on experience through conducting experiments with high-tech  
instrumentation.

•	 COSAM has invested in state-of-the-art technology with equipment such as a Bruker D8 Venture 
dual source single crystal X-ray diffractometer for small molecule and biological molecule structure 
determination. 
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•	 B.S. of Medical Laboratory Science

•	 B.S. of Biochemistry

•	 B.S. of Laboratory Science

•	 B.S. of Chemistry

•	 B.A. of Chemistry

•	 B.A. of Chemistry: (Forensics)



WHO WE SERVE
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CAREER PATHS

•	 Chemist (Industry, Government)
•	 Chemical Researcher (Indsustry)
•	 Environmental Protection
•	 Hazardous Waste Management
•	 Laboratory Manager
•	 Professor/Researcher (Academia)
•	 Quality Assurance/Control

•	 Toxicology
•	 Cosmetics
•	 Pharmacology
•	 Flavorist
•	 Materials Science
•	 Cheminformatics
•	 Chemist (Museums)

•	 Dentist
•	 Forensic Science
•	 Medical Doctor
•	 Patent Law
•	 Pharmacist
•	 Public Policy/Regulation
•	 Molecular Gastronomist

STUDENT/FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

BEN BASTA; BIOCHEMISTRY, ‘25: 
“I knew I wanted to eventually have a career in forensic science, so I want-
ed to major in chemistry/biochemistry and minor in criminology (with the 
eventual possibility of going to grad school for forensic science). I was de-
ciding between Auburn and UAB, but after taking a tour of Auburn, I knew 
it was the best place for me. The small-town atmosphere that never felt 
claustrophobic combined with the beautiful campus and friendly people 
really spoke to me, and I knew I couldn’t go anywhere else. Being at Au-
burn really feels like a community. There are so many events and so many 
great people that you never feel alone, and everyone here is so genuine. 
The staff and professors not only want to help you succeed in school, but 
they also want you to succeed in life, and they are so approachable that 

BRITTNI SLOAN; CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES DIRECTOR: 
“I hope that all of my students develop critical skills where they may not 
know the answer right away, but they can think through the process to 
figure out how to solve it with what they have. I believe this is a skill that 
can be utilized in all fields. I also hope they gain not only the theoretical 
knowledge but also the skills needed to apply the knowledge in real-world 
scenarios. Every undergraduate student I have worked with has been very 
different, and I find reward in trying to connect with each on their own 
individual level. I get to witness these students evolve during their studies 
and gain confidence in their abilities. Those “Ah Ha” moments where a 
concept clicks are what I live for, and I hope the students I work with find  
a love for science along the way.” 


