
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

WHY SHOULD YOU CONSIDER COSAM?

OUR DEGREES

COSAM: THE PROVEN 
PATH FOR BIOLOGY

Biology is the science of life. Biologists study every facet of life from the molecular structure of  
neurotransmitters to the population health of whales worldwide. 
 
Our knowledge of biological principles allows us to:
•	 Create new drugs and therapies.
•	 Maintain safe packaging processes for food.
•	 Monitor the health of an ecosystem, plan for potential disease outbreaks.
•	 Predict the best treatment plan based on a tumor’s specific genetics.
•	 Protect endangered animals.

Biology is an evolving field, continually creating new jobs and opportunities that do not exist today.

•	 You will have the opportunity to participate in hands-on research with guidance from a team of 
award-winning faculty. 

•	 Opportunities exist for both laboratory and field-based research. 
•	 Auburn University Museum of Natural History provides unique access to historic and regional 

specimens, and students can volunteer and do research with the museum. 
•	 You may also study abroad with classmates in Biology to apply your knowledge and skills in the 

field. Previous trips have been to Jordan, Costa Rica, and Swaziland. 
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•	 B.S. of Genetics: Pre-Veterinary Medicene

•	 B.S. of Genetics

•	 B.S. of Marine Biology

•	 B.S. of Microbial, Cellular & Molecular Biology

•	 B.S. of Microbiology: Pre- Veterinary Medicene•	 B.S. of Organismal Biology

•	 B.S. of Microbial, Cellular & Molecular Biology: 
Microbiology

•	 B.S. of Organismal Biology:  Conservation  
& Biodiversity

•	 B.S. of Organismal Biology: Ecology, Evolution  
& Behavior

•	 B.S. of Organismal Biology: Intergrative Biology



WHO WE SERVE
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CAREER PATHS

•	 Agricultural or Food Science
•	 Animal Training
•	 Aquaculture
•	 Biomedical Research
•	 Biotechnology
•	 Botany
•	 Conservation
•	 Consulting
•	 Eco-tourism
•	 Environmental Protection
•	 Epidemiology
•	 Genetic Counseling

•	 Genetics of Oncology
•	 Food Safety
•	 Forensic Science
•	 Laboratory Management
•	 Law
•	 Marine Archeology
•	 Medical Device Development
•	 Medical/Pharmaceutical Sales
•	 Medical/ Technical Illustration
•	 Nutrition
•	 Pharmacology
•	 Public Health

•	 Public Policy/ Regulation
•	 Quality Control
•	 Science Journalism
•	 Science Museum
•	 Technical Sales and Marketing
•	 Veterinary Medicene
•	 Zoos and Aquariums

STUDENT/FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

ALLISON KELLER; MARINE BIOLOGY, ‘26: 
“During my summer program this year, I was able to assist in hands-on 
research while learning how to do research in the field. I was able to work 
with a variety of shark and ray species, as well as many salt and fresh wa-
ter fish. This included helping with diet analysis and metrics on sharks, as 
well as acoustically tagging lemon sharks, sturgeon, and snappers. In the 
future, I hope to have a job in marine field work. I would love to work with 
elasmobranch species (sharks and rays) or marine mammals. I also hope 
to travel, whether for work or personal enjoyment.” 

REBECCA RIGGS; LECTURER, ASSISTANT ADVISOR TO HOSA: 
“I absolutely love my role as a lecturer within COSAM. I am privileged to 
be able to teach students at different levels, and some I am able to teach 
3 times before they graduate! Being able to observe the student’s growth 
from an entry level course to a 3000 and 5000 level course is incredibly 
rewarding. While time consuming, I enjoy writing recommendation letters 
for students aspiring to pursue graduate degrees, professional schools, 
internships, etc. While meeting with students, hearing what drives them 
to pursue their career goals is inspiring to me as an instructor. There are 
many paths our students take and it is my responsibility to get them there 
through educating them in my course whether it be Biology or Microbiolo-
gy courses.” 


